Casualties

“Coastal & Short Sea Commentary”™ has
received from Tony Rive of Guernsey a
repert of a recemt accident o the Duich-
owmed, Cvprus-registered coaster Paeling
B, Tony writes!

“On 22nd December 1997, the coaster
Powling 8 (1975/1.0%96grt, ex-Parling
Brimkman}, en route from Brion Ferry to
Crstend, put ot a MAYDAY stating that

[ there fad been an explosion 10 her cargo GF

coal. The ship was in position 50, 11.75N-
(0, 34 000 . The ship was taking in water
und thers wers seven persons on board.
The time was (K56,

“Two vessels, the PEO ro-ro Pride of Le
Havre and Aldermey Shipping’s coaster
Tals (19786 T4gn, ex-Deer Sound, ex-
David Dermanr) were very ¢lose o the
casuaity and by MK were standing off,

“The explosion had blown the rwo aft
hatches over the side, l=aving a largs buck-
le im the bulwarks on the port side just for-
ward of the superstructure. The two for-
ward hatches had been blown open and
had tilted on their comer, then landed back
in the hold, The pangway had besn blown
off the hatches and also landed in the coal,
A door lepding down into the hold from
above deck kad disappeared.

By 1030, the Pride of Le Hoavee had
been released, but the 565 was regquested Lo
stav on the scene until the French rug
Abgille Languedoc arrived. Her ETA was
1330, A helicopler from Lee-on-Solent lad
arvived and had taken off 5 crew members,
one of whom had received burng 1o the
side of his face; he had been on the fore-
dack a1 the time of the explosion. Only the
Master and one AR wers left on board,
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The disabled Pauling B, {Tony Rive)

pleted by 1035, At 1042, the Master
reported that the Powling B was snill raking
in water. He and the AB were transferred
to the fricat 1113

“When the g arrived, the master and
AD retumed to the ship; pamps were put
an board and a wow line fixed. The Parling
B was taken wo Le Havre,

“This wus the secomd rescue in which
the Aheille .Ir.rj:nll.;e-rr:.r.l'::ln:' L]'-?'T'J."E,ﬂﬂﬁ-gﬁ]
had been invelved withinthree days: she
had been called to assist the ro-ro ship
Koukawa which wag on fire 25 miles
narth-west of Guernsey, The Kwkowa
wis later towed 1 Falmouth by the tug
Far Minara, 1t was also the second wssist
the fzis had given recently, On 29th
November 1997, she stood by the
20,000-ton container ship Mosa M,
which had taken s 37,5 degree list o
port, 15 miles north of Barfleur. The
Mosa M wps beached two days later’.
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Dn Tth December 1997, the Celtic
Wearrlor (199175 BTEdwi380tcu), owned
and operated by Charles M Willie & Co,
lfShi'|:l|J'i:||_:_-:} Lid, of Cardiff, was in =olli-
sion with the German-owned contaimer
ship Annegrer (199278, 224dwe) off Cape
Sounion, Greece, snd sank, The colli

sion, which happened in gale-force
winds and heavy seas, occurred shonly
after the Celrle Warrior had left Piracus
for Beirut, The Amnegrel, which was en
route from Asia to northern Europe.
picked up all ning Polish crew from ihe
Ern'hr' H'rn:rrjr.'r.. and landed them in
Firaeus, The operators of the Annegrer
reporied little damage to their vessel and
o crew injuries. An inguiry inio the
incident fas opened in Athens,




